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They have lnpofed upon their Writers. 
They have fet Foreigners to do it. | 7 
They affirm the French will not take our Goods. 


An Enquiry after the Reafons why our Oppofers would have our Manufattures fill kept out of F france. 
The {candalous Methiils they have taken to cover it. ) 


While they are faying fo, the Dutch fell our Goods to them at fecond hand. 
Is it our Bufivefsita fic at home, and fay we hall not fell our Goods, or to goto Maret and try ? 


The French King knows better. 


No fuch Terms could be obtained at the Treaty of Ry{wick. 


Nor at the. Treaty of Ghertruydenbergh. 
At both the Dutch took care of their Trade. 
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And now they take care to make us neglect ours. 
HE’MERC ATOR is upon Enquiring into 
the Reafornis which our Oppofers pretend to 
give, why they would have us be willing to 
keep our Manufactures under the prefent 
excluded Circumflances they are in as to France: In 
fhort, the Reafons why they are againft our having the 
Duties now laid on our Manufactures -in France taken 
off, and a Door opened to admit our Good there, 
where now they are in a manner quite {hut our. 


They have attempted feveral fcandalous things to cover 
this wicked Defign, for one Crime is generally aflifted by 
another: This was thar really the Treaty of Commerce 
did not grant us, the Tariif of 1664. One of their odious 
Papers, whofe Title it would be fcandalous to mention, 
fays thus, “ If we were really to have the Tariff of 1664 
‘“‘ for our Manufa@tures, it were fomething, but far 
“ from it, fays he, &c.” This notorious Falfhood has 
been twice detected in the MERCATOR, and the 
Claufe of the Ninth Article of the Treaty of Commerce 
re-quoted, to convince the Reader of the Truth of what 
we have alledged. that we are to enjoy the Tariff of 1664 
For all our Woollen Manufactures, except only Broad- 
Cloth and Miil'd-Serges, and Cloth-Rafhes, of which 


we fend none. 


The ALERCATOR was at firft furprized, to find 
that any fath People could be had in England, who 
would, in the face of a whole Nation, affirm adown- 
right Forgery, which any one, in half an Hour, by re- 
ferring to the Treaty itfelf, could dete&. But we were 
eafed of that Concern, and delivered from the Wonder, 
when we found that a poor ignorant Tcol was found 
out, who would fubmit to let other Mens Lyes be, as it 
were, put into his Mouth, and who, being bred to 


other Bufinefs, knew-little of Commerce but the. Namé' 


only, and*fuffered Foreigners to Impofe upon his Coun- 
try, and write on di@tate what'they pleafed in his Pa 
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pers. What could be expected when this was the Cafe, 
and when a Paper was obliged toLye at the pleafure 
of Strangers, that our Nation might be Deluded for 
theit Advantage?’ Nay, fo far was this Mercenary given 
up, that’ he has frequently fuffered thofe ‘defigning! Fo- 
reignefs to ivrite-his Paper, and to fpeak theirown Lan- 
guage under the deluding Title of a Preferver of the 


Britilh Commerce. Indeed, we are come to a moft 


- happy Crifis of that Kind, that we'are dire&ted by Fo- 


reigners in the preferving our Commerce, and ate 
taught by them to reje& the beft Méafures the moft 
experienced tairhful Natives of our Country can find out 
for the advancing our Manvfa¢torés, and ops, our 
Trade, ang to liften to Foreigners, who perfwade us 
to caft off a great Branch of: our Commerce, which they 
eagerly embrace and fnatch up, while they wheedle us to 
throw it away. 


Now let us examine the Pretences which they make 
for this. Juggle ; We muft nor open a Door for our Ma- 
nufactures into France, becaufe the French will not take 
our Goods if we do, becaufe the French have enough of 
their own, and donot want our Goods at all. 


This were a good Reafon for the French Manufacturers: 
to give to their King, if it were true; but it becomes 
us not to be bubbledn fiach a manner, our bufinefs is to 
try: Get us the Door open for Trade, a freedom of car- 
rying our Goods into France upon good Terms, and 
Jet us.fee whether we<annot fell them when they come 
there. To fay the. French won’t buy them, and there- 
fore we won't fend them, is the moft ridiculous and 
abfurd way of Arguing in the World, and it is moft 
wonderful, that any People can offer fuch a thing toa 
Nation with their Eyes open. 


Is.it not our Bufinefs to carry our Manufa&tures to 
every Market, and try the whole World for thei: Sale 2 
Is 




















































Is it not our Bufinefs to have every.Market free and open 
to us, that we may fcuffle fairly for a Trade in every 

art of the World ? Is it for us to ftay at home, and 
fay the French will not buy our Goods, or is it our Bu- 
finefs to goto Market.and try ? Again, 


What do thefe Foreigtiers mean, when they tell us 
the French will not buy our Goods, when, at the fame 
time, the Dutch the very Goods they buy of fs 
into France, and fell them there, and that with the 


high Duties Sipe them? Do they mean that they’ will . 


buy them of the Dutch, and not of us? Will they buy 


them at fecond hand, 
hand ? 


Or do they meah, that’ they are fo fupplyed with their 
own Goods, and that thofe Goods are made fo good, 
that when ours come, Nobody will buy them or ufe them ? 
Why then do they Keep on the high Duties at all, and 
why demand Terms to have them taken off? 


"Phe French King, or his Council, were not fo igno- 
rant of the Value of their own Commerce, or of the 
Danger of admitting our Manufaétures, as not to know 


and not buy them at the firft 


that the Terms they granted were infinitely to their. 


Difadvantage; and it was 4 happy junéture for the Eng- 
fifh’ Commerce, that the French had other prefling 
Reafons to conclude a Peace, whatever Hardfhip in the 
leffer Matters, as of Trade, Bc, they might fubmit to; 
and tho’ it is true, that we have foolifhly rejected the 
Advantages of the Treaty, as they refpect our Trade, 
and have fill’d the Peoples Heads with Notions of their 
being Difadvantageous to Britain, yet this the M/E R- 
C ATOR is very free to fay, that neither at the 
Treaty of Ryf ick, no, nor at the Treaty of Ghertruy- 
eK. , tould any Conditions of Commerce be 
tain‘d. 


It is true, that at the Treaty of Ghertruydenbergh our 
Trade was not fo much as mentioned or thought on 
whether becaufe that Treaty was wholly managed 
by Dutchmen, or whether we wholly neglected it, 
remains for them to tel] that know; the MER- 
has TOR is not making Reflections, but relating of 

act. ' 


At the Treaty of Ryfwick, it is evident we had no 
Treaty of Commerce at all: The Dutch fettled their 
Commerce then to their full Satisfa&tion, but as for 
ours, it was wholly omitted, as the fame People defire 
we fhould do now. 


After the Peace was Signed, fome Overtutes were 
made tor a Treaty of Commerce ; but the French took 
care to let us know, that they would never, upon any 
Confideration whatfoever, admit our Manvfaétures into 
France upon any abatement of Duties, as: they ftood 
then ; they knew the Value of their own Casnmerce too 
well, to hearken to any fuch thing as that ‘they knew, 
that if our Goods came into France upon any ‘reafon- 
able Duties, their own Manufactures muft fink and Jay 
down; they knew, that nothing could keep a Manu- 
facture upon its Feet which lay under fuch Difadvantages 
us theirs did, but the keeping out the Englith. 


They were fenfible of the Defeéts of their own Ma- 
nufactures, the want of Wooll, the badnefs of their 
Drefling, the Ignorance of their People, and the like ; 
they were fenfible of the GoodhelsloF the Englith Ma- 
nufactures, and that if they were fuffered to appear in 
France on any reafonable Conditions, Nobody would 





buy their own; and therefore, unlefs reduced to yp, 
Neceffity of ruining their Trade to fave their Nation. 
as it feems they have now been, they would neyer hear 
of thefe things before. 


But fuch are our Infatuations now, that ‘what we {> 
earneftly defired, and fhould have thought fo much our 
Advantage in thofe times, we now defpife and contemn 
and do our utinoft to caft away; nay, it may, without 
Reflection, be faid, that had the late Miniftry obtain’g 


fuch Conditions of Commerce from France as we now 


exclaim againft, they would have been acknowledged as 
Patriots that deferved Statues.of Marble to Eternize the 


‘Fame 'of their ‘great ‘Astions for their Country. 


~ The MERC ATOR does not deny, that thcy would 
have deferved very well of their Country ; but wonders 
a little, how that which would have been their Blefling, 
fhould be thefe Mens Curfe ; how that which they could ’ 


_ never obtain, fhould now be not worth obtaining ; how 


that which the Enemy look’d upon then as their Ruine to 
grant, fhould now be efteem‘d as our Ruine to have. 


Thefe Myfteries have their Keys and Clues, and may 
be explained and opened ; but it is impoffible, without 
being a very keen Satyr, upon the Times and upon the 
Parties concern‘d. 


Whar it is thefe People would bring our French Com- 
merce to ? And how long they would have the French 
go on improving in Manufaétures, and leave them un- 
interrupted by the exclufion of ours, Time muft difcover. 





From the Cuftom-Houfe. 


Exported to France in Three Days, 
April 13, 145 15. 


* 350 Serges 
303 Saf and Druggets 
) 


5° >ays 
160 Spanifh Cloths 
19 Double Bays . 
1 Single 
1 Kerfie 
270 Goads Cotton 
300 Yards Flannel 
6500 Ib. Cotton-Wooll 
1 Bag Vigonia Wooll 
106 Firkins Butter 
146 Ib. Cheefe 
6 Hogiheads Beer and Syder 
1854 Callicoes and Muflins 
75 Curtannees 
1076 Glafles 
a> 1C. Wrought Iron 


es 37400 Horn Plates 
30 C, Copperas 
1¢ Bags Kids-Hair 
6C. Shellac 5 
4 dozen Catrlings 7 
35 Fodder 10 C. lead 
3 C. Leadfhot 
6 Ton 10 C. Logwood 
2 Ton 10C. Block-Tin 
300 Ih. Pimento 
3370 Ib. Pepper 
117689 Ib. Virginia Tobacco 


Res ws » 1 C. Wrought Brafs 
S( eaee's| 12dozen Brufhes 
ra ~~3< 
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